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The single-case experiment has emerged in recent years as a 


viable alternative to formal comparative group or correlational 
designs. It is especially useful to persons in applied settings needing 
methods for evaluating ongoing programs or conducting formal 


research projects over time. Researchers in academic or other set- 
tings will also find the approach useful in complementing some of 
the more commonly used research designs. 

Lectures, demonstrations, brief practice sessions, and focused 
small group discussions will be used to: (1) review history of 
single-subject research as it relates to principles of experimental and 
evaluation research, (2) review rationale for use of single-subject 
designs for experimental research and evaluations in applied set- 


tings, (3) demonstrate the applicability of these research designs in 
studying any unit that can be considered a single subject: a single 
person, a family, a school, a school district, a state, or a nation, (4) 
introduce basic design options and discuss merits of each in relation 
to the unit being studied and research questions of interest, (5) 
introduce basic notions regarding requirements of assessment for 
repeated measures, (6) introduce basic notions regarding analysis of 
time-series data, problems with serial dependence, and problems in 
assessing changes in slope and level of time series before and after 
interventions, (7) present a variety of analysis options, and (8) 
provide structured exercises and feedback for participants ir possi- - 
ble design and analysis methods. 

Because this session is designed as a basic introduction to single- 
subject intensive research, it will presuppose no familiarity or 
acquaintance with the topic. Required would be an understanding of 
the principles of experimental design and a basic understanding of 
statistical principles and techniques. Participants will be provided a 
series of handouts to exemplify major design options and analysis 
strategies. 
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